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Katherine M. Beattie, BS, MT(ASCP)SBB 1922–2007
Kay Beattie received her BS in medical technology fromWayne State University
in Detroit, Michigan, in 1943 and began her career at Children’s Hospital in Detroit.
She became the supervisor of the Blood Bank at Children’s in 1954. In 1957, she
received her SBB certification, and in 1961, she became the co-director of the
Michigan Community Blood Center in Detroit. In 1975, she joined the Southeastern
Michigan region of the American Red Cross (ARC) Blood Services as director of the
reference laboratory and education, a position she held until she retired to North
Palm Beach, Florida, in 1988.
During her 45-year career, Kay was active at the local, state, and national levels,
and was honored often by her peers. She was a member of the Ontario Antibody
Club from 1966 to 1988; the Michigan Blood Council, as chairman of the Reference Laboratory Committee
from 1977 to 1988; the Invitational Conference of Investigative Immunohematologists from 1976 to 1988;
and the ARC Accreditation Reference Committee from 1984 and as chairman from 1987 to 1988. As a
member of the Michigan Association of Blood Banks (MABB) since its founding in 1956, Kay had served
as chairman of two committees and in all offices, including the presidency. She also served on the AABB
Committees on Education,Reference Laboratories,and Quality Control as vice chairman;Scientific Section
Coordinating Committee as secretary; as an inspector in the Inspection Program; and on the Committee
on Self-Testing and Review.
Among her awards from the AABB, she received the Ivor Dunsford Memorial Award in 1972; the
prestigious Emily Cooley Lectureship Award in 1980, which was given for the first time to a medical
technologist; and the Chapman-Franzmier Memorial Award in 1998. The MABB has honored Kay four
times, with the Merit Award in 1963, the Technical Award in 1971, the Founders Award in 1985, and the
Kay Beattie Lecture, a lecture given in her honor each year at the MABB meeting. Kay received the
Distinguished Alumni Award in 1982 fromWayne State University.
Kay published 44 scientific papers and was the co-editor of the ARC Immunohematology Methods
and Procedures Manual. Her final paper, on resolving ABO discrepancies, was published in 1993 in the
Methods Manual.
She was a superb reference technologist and had a phenomenal memory for patients and the
antibodies they made. Those of us who knew her will remember her as a mentor who always encouraged
us to try harder and do better. For example, she got us on committees and asked us to give talks. She
introduced us to famous people at meetings and could always explain something new in blood banking.
Kay was always a great friend with a ready joke. When she retired, she did not look back. She took her
golf clubs and went at golf like she went at antibodies. When she had it figured out, she was the women’s
club champion for many years. Her humor, intelligence, generosity, friendship, honesty, and jokes will be
greatly missed.
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